Polyethylene exchange in a second-generation cementless acetabular component.
Some have suggested that isolated polyethylene exchange in a well-fixed Harris-Galante II acetabular component (Zimmer, Warsaw, Ind) necessitates cementing the liner or complete revision because the locking mechanism is suboptimal. We reviewed 29 hip revisions during which the polyethylene was exchanged using the native locking mechanism. Mean follow-up was 5.1 years (2-13 years). Of the 29 patients, one had a disengagement of the revision polyethylene at 2.5 years. At the time of this patient's original revision, one of the tines was fractured, but a direct exchange was performed. There were 4 other revisions (one for loosening and 3 for instability). There were no other complications attributable to the direct polyethylene exchange and no further reoperations. This series suggests that polyethylene exchange with the Harris-Galante II prosthesis can be performed safely using the native locking mechanism in the absence of fractured tines.